ADOPTED – OCTOBER 22, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 25
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COURT-APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE DONATED FUNDS AND IN-HOME CARE PROGRAM

RESOLUTION #24 – 507

WHEREAS, the Court-Appointed Special Advocate program provides the Circuit Court Juvenile Division with independent and objective information regarding children involved in neglect and abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, the Court-Appointed Special Advocate program conducts an independent review, examines all relevant documents and conducts interviews to formulate an objective understanding of what is in the best interest of the child; and

WHEREAS, although mostly staffed by volunteers, the Court-Appointed Special Advocates program has paid full-time staff and an annual operating budget of $177,933.58; and

WHEREAS, the County is able to leverage the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Fund for eligible expenses; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services recognizes the Court-Appointed Special Advocate program as a Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Fund eligible expense; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division included the Court-Appointed Special Advocates Program in the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Fund Annual Plan and Budget which was approved; and

WHEREAS, the Court-Appointed Special Advocates Program is able to donate funds to the County pursuant to MCL 400.117c(7)(b) in order to leverage the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division wishes to enter into an agreement with the Court-Appointed Special Advocates program.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with the Court-Appointed Special Advocates program for purposes of providing independent and objective information regarding children involved in neglect and abuse cases, at rate not to exceed $44,483.395 quarterly, for a total amount not to exceed $177,933.58 for the duration of the contract, effective October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to accept donated funds in the amount of $44,483.395 from the Court-Appointed Special Advocates program for the purposes of leveraging funds from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Child Care Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Lawrence, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None    
 
Absent:  Schafer
           Approved 10/10/24
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Tennis     
          Approved 10/16/24
